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Gothograptus nassa Biozone

The nassa Biozone was first adopted for use in Britain by Warren (1971) working in north Wales. It succeeds a major graptolite extinction event, with most of the graptolites characteristic of the preceding lundgreni Biozone not surviving into this interval (Rickards, 1976; Jaeger, 1991). Indeed, only four taxa have been recorded (Fig. 18), one of which is a first appearance. The assemblage consists of Pristiograptus dubius (and its subspecies ludlowiensis) and Gothograptus nassa, which dominate most assemblages, with P. aff. Jaegeri of Holland, Rickards & Warren, 1969; reliable records of Pristiograptus jaegeri appear in the upper part of the biozone. G. nassa has been reported beyond its biozone in Britain (Fig. 18), although subsequent detailed work in Arctic Canada, Baltica and the Czech Republic (Porębska, Kozłowska-Dawidziuk & Masiak, 2004) suggests that it is confined there to its biozone and the overlying praedeubeli Biozone (not recognized in Britain) of that region; this suggests that careful reassessment of UK material of nassa is needed. Zalasiewicz & Williams (1999) referred only to a nassa–ludensis Biozone representing the uppermost interval of Wenlock strata at Builth Wells; both indicator species are rare in this area and their biostratigraphical ranges cannot be clearly constrained. In general, the low abundance and diversity of graptolites in upper Wenlock strata in the British Isles make it difficult to apply the fine upper Wenlock graptolite biostratigraphy recognized elsewhere in the world (e.g. Lenz et al. 2006).
