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Note on middleWenlock graptolite biostratigraphy

The interval from the upper part of the riccartonensis Biozone through to the lundgreni Biozone is problematical in the British Isles, and a number of biozonal schemes have been proposed. This account (Fig. 2) uses the most recent of these (Zalasiewicz &Williams, 1999), which is based upon a re-examination of the historically important (Elles, 1900; Jones, 1947) Builth district of south-central Wales. The problems, and suggested correlations with earlier schemes and those used elsewhere in the world, are outlined in that paper. The most important difference from widely used earlier biozonations (e.g. Rickards, 1976) is that separate flexilis and ellesae biozones are not recognized, because Monograptus flexilis appears earlier than, and then largely co-exists with, Cyrtograptus rigidus at Builth, while C. ellesae appears later than C. lundgreni (Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999; Williams & Zalasiewicz, 2004). The biostratigraphical problems in part reflect imperfect taxonomy and in part originate from, and continue to be exacerbated by, biofacies control. Most UK middle Wenlock sequences (including Builth) are dominated by a few morphologically variable and longranging monograptid, monoclimacid and pristiograptid taxa,while the biostratigraphically useful cyrtograptids are rare in comparison to successions such as those of Bohemia (e.g. Štorch, 1994).
