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Oktavites spiralis Biozone

Graptolite assemblages representing the Oktavites spiralis Biozone were recognized relatively recently in the UK by Loydell & Cave (1993, 1996). Initial biostratigraphical work at Buttington Brick Pit, central Wales (Loydell & Cave, 1993) and subsequent studies in eastern mid-Wales (Loydell & Cave, 1996) resulted in division of the long-established crenulata Biozone, and allowed direct comparison with the graptolite biozonation of Bohemia (Bouček, 1953) and Scandinavia (Bjerreskov, 1975). The Oktavites spiralis Biozone has a distinctive faunal assemblage, and Loydell & Cave (1993, 1996) recorded the introduction of several taxa through the biozone. These include the zone fossil (previously commonly given a longer range in the UK (e.g. Rickards, 1976), prior to closer scrutiny of the Telychian spiraliform monograptids, many of which are superficially similar) and Monoclimacis hemmanni, Streptograptus anguinus, Monoclimacis geinitzi, Streptograptus nodifer (referred to Awarograptus by Zalasiewicz & Howe, 2003), Barrandeograptus bornholmensis and Stimulograptus vesiculosus (Figs 16, 17).
