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Monoclimacis crenulata Biozone

Initially referred to as the Monograptus crenulatus Biozone by Wood (1906) in the Trannon area, the biozone was originally defined on the appearance of the zone fossil (= Monoclimacis crenulata), associated with an undistinctive assemblage, generally of low diversity. More recent work in central Wales has suggested that the incoming of Monoclimacis vomerina may be a more useful indicator of the base of this biozone (Zalasiewicz, 1994; Davies et al. 1997). The assemblage includes taxa from underlying biozones including C. veles (= M. discus) and M. priodon (Fig. 16). The Monoclimacis crenulata Biozone formerly included all British strata from the top of the Monoclimacis griestoniensis Biozone to the base of the Wenlock Series. Rickards (1976) noted that this biozone was rarely found abroad, where a more refined biostratigraphical subdivision could be recognized (Bouček, 1953; Bjerreskov, 1975). Since then, work by Loydell & Cave (1993, 1996) has led to the recognition of more biozones within the upper Telychian ofWales, and the current crenulata Biozone now represents only the lowest part the original biozone.
